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Dear handball friends,

Thrilling start to long Road to Budapest

Each autumn marks another beginning in the women’s club competition as the best teams in
Europe join the quest for glory. 16 squads line-up for the highly-anticipated 2025/26 season,
which brings new challenges for the participants on the Road to Budapest. The competition throws
off with the group phase on 6/7 September, the first of 14 rounds set to test the skills and patience
of top-class teams.

The end of February will decide the final group standings, leading up to the next steps of the
competition: play-offs and quarter-finals. As the rivalries heat up in the spring, four participants
will reserve their tickets for the EHF FINAL4 Women on 6/7 June 2026.

Gyori Audi ETO KC have defended their place at the top of European handball after clinching their
second consecutive title — and seventh overall. It will be no easy job to face the Hungarian
powerhouse, who was drawn in group A with seven other clubs looking forward to proving they
belong among the best, including Metz Handball. The French side had a perfect start to the season
in 2024/25, but ended their journey bitterly after missing out on a medal.

The rest of the group includes bronze medalists Team Esbjerg, alongside Storhamar Handball Elite,
DVSC Schaeffler, Gloria Bistrita, OTP Group Buducnost and BV Borussia Dortmund.

Last season, CSM Bucuresti, FTC Rail-Cargo Hungaria and Krim Mercator Ljubljana bid farewell to
three handball legends, who played their last matches on the international stage. Cristina Neagu,
Andrea Lekic and Jovanka Radicevic leave big shoes to fill, but there are plenty of talented athletes
ready to rise to the occasion — who is up for the challenge?

The three sides find themselves once again in the same group and will face other experienced
clubs for a ticket to the next rounds. Last year’s finalists Odense Handbold and Brest Bretagne
Handball, who made it to the quarter-finals, are also powerful contenders for the top places in the
group. They are joined by Ikast Handbold, HC Podravka and Sola HK in group B, with the latter
being part of the starting grid for the first time.

The stage is set for a new chapter in the history of the competition. Enjoy the EHF Champions
League Women 2025/26 group phase!

Yours in sport,

Michael Wiederer
EHF President
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OFFICIAL PARTNER

From court
to comfort

For eight thrilling years, Gorenje has stood
alongside Europe’s top handball teams — and the
fans who cheer them on. Now, as Official Partner
of both the men’s and women’s competitions of
the EHF Champions League, we bring that same
winning spirit home. From fast-paced matches
to everyday moments, our appliances are built
for champions — designed to simplify your daily
victories.

ENJOY THE GAME WITH
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6/7 June
MVM Dome, Budapest
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KRIM OTP GROUP MERCATOR

Ekipa

772 Martins Mario Liliane
#3 Juric Manca

#6 Puncer Lana

#1 Zaadi Deuna Grace
#8Mavsar Tamara

711 Ahina Ana

#13 Pogorelc Tea

7716 lojnovic Maja

717 Kogovsek Tinkara
#18 Zulic Nina

719 Johansen Anne With
#22 Horacek Tamara
723 Zagar Andela

7734 Bardrum Sofie

744 lgnjatovic Milica
761 Risovic Jovana

#T1 Markovic Ema Maria
7#34 Brnovic Tatjana
#T2 Ercey Hena

715 Bajic Dijana

7738 Ahina Ana

#97 Egyer Philomena

Strokovno voristuo

Glavni Trener / Novak Ziga
Pomocnik trenerja / Kralj Vanja
Vodja ekipe / Pavlic Aljaz
Fizioterapevt / Muharemovic Aldin
Kondicijski trener / Terglav Luka
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EHF CHAMPIONS LEAGUE IVOMEN
SEASON 2025/26

Ekipa

##1 Goncalves Dias Mor-eschi G
72 Mihai Mihaela Andreea

7##5 lloicu Maria Alexandra
79 Rotaru Dana Andreea
710 Smits Inger

712 Goserea-PitiuE.

714 Jaukovic Djurdjina

715 Friis Emma Cecilie Uhrskov
# 16 Eriksson Evelina

717 Omoregie Elizaheth
#20Maximirina

721 Szolie Alexandra

722 Novak Kristina Sirum
7#+25 Jensen @stergaard Trine
7# 28 Freriks Merel

##34 Brnovic Tatjana

761 Maslova Valeriia

# 11 Pintea Crina Elena

7#+88 Hansen Anne Mette

798 Hosu Daciana

Strokovno vodstuo

Glavni trener / Vasile Adrian

Pom. trener / Gurea Vasilica lulia

Viodja ekipe / Varzaru Cristina Georgiana
Fizioterapevt / Nastase Veronica
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